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The Use of ICT’S in higher education has fostered the 

organization of teaching activities that transcend the 
traditional university sphere, thus allowing both, student 
and/or teacher to move from their usual environment to 
one of inter-university or even international nature.  

 
 
 Carrying out this kind of activities entails sharing 

knowledge and varied points of view with students and 
teachers from other countries whose language, educational 
and cultural models, are different from their very own.  

1. Introduction 
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2. Course features (I) 

 
 ICUSTA network Course. Coordinated by Prof. Pierre Canac, with 

technical support assistance provided by University of St. Thomas 
(Houston, USA) 

 
 International (universities from 9 countries) and multicultural course 

(professors and students from 4 continents) 
 

• University of St. Thomas (Houston, USA) 
• Universidad Santo Tomás (Chile) 
• Australian Catholic University (Australia) 
• ICES, La Roche sur Yon (France) 
• University Santo Tomas, (Manila, Philippines) 
• Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages (Kaohsiung, Taiwan) 
• Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick (Ireland) 
• Saint Thomas University (STU, Fredericton, Canada) 
• Universidad Católica de Ávila, (Ávila, Spain) 
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2. Course features (II) 
 
Title of the course (until 2013): Globalization: A Multidisciplinary Perspective 
 

(Title of the 2015 edition: Globalization: Is the World Flat?) 
 

 Multi-disciplinary course: study of globalization from a 
multidisciplinary perspective: 

 
• Economy and Business 
• Law  
• Environment  
• Engineering (ICT’s)  
• Mass Media  
• Humanities (Philosophy, Anthropology, Theology). 

 
 Number of participants: 100 approx.  

 
 Students participate individually or in groups.  
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2. Course features (and III) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

List of course modules (2015) 
INSTRUCTORS TOPICS 

All Free Discussion on Globalization 

Pierre Canac 
The Global Financial System: Has it become an obstacle to 

further globalization? 

Sujin Horwitz Emerging Leadership in a Global Context 

Rogelio Garcia-

Contreras 

Sustainable Development; International Cooperation for 

development; Globalization and Democracy; civil society; 

Modernization 

Paul Hahn 
Millenium Development Goals and Response to Papal 

Encyclicals 

Guillermo Yáñez  Economic Geography 

John Ozolins Ethics in a Globalized World 

Andrew West 
Impact of Globalization on Legal Systems in Europe: 

Supranationalism and Convergence 

Evie Laurito Millenium Development Goals: Environmental sustainability 

Kit Lam Media and Globalization 

Enrique Sánchez 
Relationship between Economic Integration and 

Globalization. The EU Case. 

Jamie Gillies Counterhegemonic Globalization and the Music Industry 
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 3. Course Organization (I) 

 
 Intensive course: 12 weeks (one trimester) September – December 

2015 
 

Biennial course. 
 

Every week is focuses on one module, except the first week 
(introductory module) and the last one (summary and conclusions). 
 

Official language: English (students may use Google Translator, 
Babelfish…) 
 

Each module is prepared and managed by one professor, who must  
elaborate one paper (15-25 pages) as well as any supplementary 
material deemed appropriate (videos, articles…). 
 

Each teacher may organize face-to-face meetings with his students if 
he deems it appropriate. 
 

Each university agrees to the conditions of enrollment, admission, 
assessment and credits recognition.  
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3. Course Organization (II) 

In order to start and finish at the same time, students should include their 
comments in the forum according to the schedule: 

 
 Weekly work schedule: 

 

1. Saturday to Tuesday: Reading and reviewing material (papers, videos…) 
2. Wednesday to Friday: forum participation 
 
 

Location Start time End time 

Houston Tuesday 17:00 h. Friday 17:00 h. 

Chile Tuesday 19:00 h. Friday 19:00 h. 

Canada Tuesday 19:00 h. Friday 19:00 h. 

Ireland Tuesday 23:00 h. Friday 23:00 h. 

France Wednesday 0:00 h. Friday 0:00 h. 

Spain Wednesday 0:00 h. Friday 0:00 h. 

Philippines Wednesday 6:00 h. Saturday 6:00 h. 

Taiwan Wednesday 6:00 h. Saturday 6:00 h. 

Australia Wednesday 8:00 h. Saturday 8:00 h. 
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 4. Course development  (I) 
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 4. Course development (II) 
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4. Course development (III) 
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 4. Course development (IV) 
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 5. Course development (and V) 
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 5. Student’s Experience 

 They recognize the how important this activity is in order to 
complement and complete their training.  

 Great satisfaction to participate in the course’s activities: 

  They commit themselves to apply both colloquial and academic 
English.   

  They acquire a broader vision about a phenomenon studied in 
their programs and dissertations.  

  They can keep in touch with teachers and students from other 
countries.  

  They have to reflect on and think about materials proposed and 
about other people’s opinions.  

  However, these things demand great effort (and sometime they 
had to leave the course). This may become somewhat troublesome 
if they don’t get credits recognition.  
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 6. Teacher’s Experience 

 

Great satisfaction for being able to participate: 

 You have to use academic English on an intensive, regular basis.  

 You broaden your knowledge on the subjects. 

 Your professional view can be directly contrasted with that of 
colleagues from other countries and scientific disciplines. 

 It fosters interaction with teachers and students from other countries. 

 You have to improve your empathy. 
 

Great effort is required (especially in those cases that have not been 
foreseen as part of the teaching tasks). 

 

«What better way to teach about globalization than globally!» 
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 7. Conclusions 

 

This is an “easy” and cheap way to organize a course at international level. 

This initiative fosters knowledge and experience exchange among teachers, 
among students and also among teachers and students. 

This initiative encourages s students’ awareness in relation to the importance 
and usefulness of English. It helps participants to practice and increase their 
knowledge of the language and the subjects covered as well. 

The course also favors students’ cooperative learning, as well as their 
reflective, critical and analytical abilities. 

Along the same lines, it offers an effective way of involving universities and 
their staff in concrete activities by adding value to signed international 
agreements.  

The course also holds favorable recognition and it supports activities in this 
area in connection to student and teacher development. 

 

 


